Necrotizing enterocolitis in infants with very low birth weight.
Necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) is a disease in which the primary risk factor is prematurity. Despite, and partially as a result of, the tremendous strides neonatal care has taken, it is a major cause of morbidity and mortality of the newborn. The infant with very low birth weight is particularly susceptible, and the management of the condition in this group differs somewhat from other neonates. The outcomes continue to improve, but there are significant sequelae. Prevention, which would be the best "cure," is elusive, in no small part because of the multifactorial nature of the etiology of NEC.